
OLVER ANNOUNCES $83,736 FOR HINSDALE FIRE DEPARTMENT

  
         WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced today that the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the United States Fire Administration (USFA) have awarded $83,736 to the Hinsdale Volunteer Fire Department to purchase new breathing equipment. 

         "Being properly equipped is crucial for the firefighters who risk their lives for our safety," Olver said. "This volunteer department does not have the budget capacity to support such a large, yet necessary acquisition on its own. These funds are a welcome contribution to improving the welfare of everyone in the Hinsdale area."

         The grant will be used to purchase 20 self-contained breathing units. Some of the units will be equipped with voice amplifiers and radio systems. The grant will also purchase 20 spare, 30-minute replacement air tanks for on-the-scene replacements. 

         The Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program assists rural, urban and suburban fire departments throughout the United States. The program is administered by the U.S. Fire Administration (USFA), part of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). 

         For the 2003 program, Congress appropriated, and the president signed into law, $750 million in direct assistance in support of the nation's firefighters and the services they deliver. These funds will be used by the nation's firefighters to increase the effectiveness of firefighting operations, firefighter health and safety programs, new fire apparatus, EMS programs and fire prevention and safety programs. 

         A list of all current award recipients announced to date is posted on the USFA web site at www.usfa.fema.gov/grants.
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